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discipline, with its ideas undefined, its interests illy
understood, with an indefinite good intention.
If legislation is applied to the control of interests,
especially when the latter are favored by the facts of the
situation, the only effect is to impose on the interests more
crafty and secret modes of action. Mr. Adams says that,
since the Interstate Commerce Law was passed, the
methods of railroad men have become more base and more
secret than ever before. The legislator, in further efforts
to succeed in his undertaking, can only sacrifice more of
the open and honest rights which are within his reach,
just as the Russian Government, in trying to reach the
discontented elements in its society, and crush them by
severity, only puts honest people to unlimited inconve-
nience and loss, but does not catch the Nihilists. Under
a democracy, when the last comes to the last, the contest
between numbers and wealth is nothing but a contest
between two sets of lawyers, one drawing Acts in behalf
of the state, and the other devising means of defeating
those Acts in behalf of their clients* The latter set is
fax better paid in consideration, in security, and in
money.
I therefore maintain that this is a lamentable contest,
in which all that we hold dear, speaking of public inter-
ests, is at stake, and that the wise policy in regard to it
is to minimize to the utmost the relations of the state
to industry. As long as there are such relations, every
industrial interest is forced more or less to employ plu-
tocratic methods. The corruption is greater, perhaps,
on those who exercise them than on the objects of them*
Laissez-faire, instead of being what it appears to be in
most of the current discussions, cuts to the very bottom
of the morals, the politics, and the political economy of
the most important public questions of our time.